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REPORT

FIRST STEPS

A GROUP OF ALBERTA-BASED ARCHITECTS IS 
WORKING ON RESOLVING FIRST NATIONS 
DEVELOPMENT ISSUES.

TEXT KENT MCKAY & SHAFRAAZ KABA

ABOVE THE FIRST PEOPLES’ HOUSE AT THE UNI-
VERSITY OF VICTORIA IS BY ALFRED WAUGH, 
AN ARCHITECT OF CHIPEWYAN DESCENT 
WHO EXPRESSES ANCIENT FIRST NATIONS 
CULTURAL VALUES THROUGH THE USE OF  
CUTTING-EDGE BUILDING TECHNOLOGIES.

NIC LEHOUX
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TOP THE CEREMONIAL HALL IN ALFRED 
WAUGH’S FIRST PEOPLES’ HOUSE PROVIDES A 
CALMING, SOOTHING ENVIRONMENT FOR 
ITS USERS. MIDDLE A RENDERING OF THE RED 
CROSS COMMUNITY COLLEGE BY THE DALLA 
COSTA DESIGN GROUP INC. IS A CULTURALLY 
APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO THE NEEDS OF 
THIS FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITY. RIGHT TWO 
IMAGES OF PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS ADORNED 
WITH STUNNING ABORIGINAL ETCHINGS—
AN ARCHITECTURAL GESTURE THAT BRIDGES 
BETWEEN CULTURAL TRADITIONS AND TECH-
NOLOGY.
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ABOVE THE SQUAMISH LIL’WAT CULTURAL 
CENTRE IS ANOTHER HANDSOME PROJECT  
BY WEST VANCOUVER-BASED ARCHITECT 
ALFRED WAUGH.
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